FT sharing meeting Aberdeen Grammar School 20.01.10

Introductions

New Ideas

‘It’s not fair’ game from Respect! (pub. Save the Children, 2008) pp.39-41

Some people in the world struggle to meet their basic needs, such as having enough food, clean water and access to medical care and education. This is through no fault of their own, it is because of the way humans share the world’s resources.

Often the richest countries pay very little for goods which poorer countries produce, such as tea, coffee and bananas. This means that producers in poor countries are locked into a cycle of poverty, with no chance of making a better life for themselves, their families and their communities.

Fair Trade is a system which is designed to help the poorest producers in the world earn a fair amount for the hard work that they do.

It guarantees a fair price for their produce, and an extra amount of money, called the Fairtrade premium to spend on community projects.

Are You a Fairtrade School? DVD (pub. Fairtrade Foundation, 2009)

Primary maths game

Football Simulation Game

(From Working Children Worldwide (pub Save the Children, 2004))
Work with someone that you do not already know.

Show Secondary Trading Game on Are You a Fairtrade School? DVD (pub. Fairtrade Foundation, 2009)

Show teachers the trading game resources.

A similar game for primary pupils can be found at http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/find_your_way_through_trade/
Also see the Oxfam site for a secondary resources about world trade

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/milking_it/
Traidcraft have a ‘Snack Attack’ challenge competition running open to pupils aged 3-13. See the traidcraft website.

http://www.traidcraft.co.uk/
(schools/learning resources/fairtrade fortnight resources) for campaigning and assembly information.

http://www.makeitfair.org.uk/
campaigning info

The Fairtrade Foundation have great wee films available to view on YouTube via their website. Download onto a stick at home and then play in school if your school network will not allow access to YouTube.

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/resources/films/swapyourcuppa.aspx
Action on workers’ rights http://www.labourbehindthelabel.org/
See especially http://www.labourbehindthelabel.org/images/pdf/afwcomic.pdf
Sharing Time

Jany Arthur (PT RME Torry Academy) uses fair trade as part of the Int 2 unit on Justice in the world. They have used the Blood, Sweat and T Shirts DVD, but wish to make the unit more interactive and less ‘academic’.

Alan Millar (Torry Academy) expressed frustration at the ban on selling Fairtrade items at the school tuck shop due to the Healthy Schools initiative. He told the group about a display they had designed for last Fairtrade fortnight of a fair trade tree. Pupils received a green leaf to put on the tree if they bought a Fairtrade item in school, and received a gold leaf if they brought in a receipt showing that they had bought a Fairtrade item out of school. The display with thousands of leaves has been on show all year at the library.

Charley Buchan (Modern Studies, Torry Academy) is in his probationary year and was keen to find out how to involve fair trade in the curriculum.

Monica Malet and Melissa Tang from St Joseph’s Primary have run a Fair Trade Friday with the help of their Fair Trade group. They are planning to enter the Snack Attack competition run by Traidcraft and are in the middle of planning a Fairtrade fashion show. 

Both Aberdeen Grammar and Torry Academy have held fashion shows recently and passed on their contacts for getting clothes samples to model. These were Gossipium, Debenhams, John Lewis, M&S, RGU (Epona Hoodies), People Tree, Top Shop, Sainsburys, Tesco.

Lianne Smith (RME Aberdeen Grammar) runs the school fair trade group along with Barry Gibson. This group of senior pupils have sold gift bags of Fairtrade produce, which happily did not contravene the guidelines about healthy eating. The bags contained a Dubble bar, Fairtrade raisins and a card explaining what fair trade is. They are running a Fair Trade fayre on Sunday 7th March at school from 11am-2pm. They have also taken assemblies explaining fair trade and held a very well attended fashion show.

Amanda Cowie (DHT Glashieburn Primary) told the group the fair trade was now embedded in the curriculum across the school. The fair trade and eco group are now going to be split into two groups as they have found that the remit has been too big for one group. 

