Resources on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) for Primary Schools

‘The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, ratified in 1946, automatically included children, but children have special needs which they cannot meet themselves. Children need protection and nurturing if they are to become fully functioning adults – hence the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which specifically focuses on how the special needs and rights of children should be met.’ 

(Time for Rights p.5)

‘Learning about rights is a foundation for developing tolerance, personal confidence and a strong sense of interdependence.’

(Partners in Rights p.2)

The following resources are available for free loan from the Montgomery Education Centre www.montgomerydec.org.uk 

For details of how to purchase resources see www.montgomerydec.org.uk/resources
All Ages

Rights for Young Children
Save the Children

These four A2 posters illustrate children’s rights and can be used as the starting point for discussions on UNCRC. They show

· The right to play

· The right to be listened to

· The right to make up your own mind

· The right to live in a nice place

Spice It Up
Dynamix and Save the Children

This brilliant book contains lots of ideas to engage children of all ages in planning and consultation. It contains lots of ice-breakers, activities to promote discussion and games to evaluate and end a session. There are photocopiable sheets to use for some of the games.

Early Primary

First Steps to Rights
Hampshire DEC (2003)
This photo pack helps teacher introduce the idea of rights to children aged 3-7 years. The pack contains 15 photographs of children around the world and 25 activities to help children explore rights and the responsibilities which accompany them.

For Every Child
UNICEF/Red Fox

This beautifully illustrated book shows the rights of the child in words and pictures. Acclaimed artists from around the world have illustrated each of the rights, which are described in language easily understood by young children. 

Upper Primary

Partners in Rights
Save the Children

This pack for 7-14 year olds draws on the experiences of children from Latin America, the Carribean and the UK. It contains 18 photos, lots of activities using drama, singing as well as written work with photocopiable worksheets and an A2 poster featuring the rights of the child.

Time for Rights
UNICEF/Save the Children

This pack, suitable for 7-14 year olds, explores rights and citizenship in relation to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. There are lots of activities to encourage cooperation in the classroom, thinking about rights and the responsibilities which accompany them.

Thursday’s Child (Songbook and CD) A Children’s Rights Musical

UNICEF

This musical presents children’s rights through the story of a group of children who journey to happiness through a labour camp, conflict zone and a repressive school room. It is suitable for ages 8-18.

Stand Up, Speak Out

Two-Can

This reference book for children aged 9-12 contains information about the UNCRC, stories, personal testimonies and illustrations to help explore rights from the perspective of children around the world.

Upper Primary/Lower Secondary

Developing Rights
Oxfam

A pack suitable for 11-14 year olds which focuses on how children in different countries can claim their rights. Issues such as bullying and equal opportunities are introduced through games and role-plays using examples from the UK, Brazil, South Africa, Lebanon and Ethiopia.

Partners in Rights
Save the Children

This pack for 7-14 year olds draws on the experiences of children from Latin America, the Carribean and the UK. It contains 18 photos, lots of activities using drama, singing as well as written work with photocopiable worksheets and an A2 poster featuring the rights of the child.

Stand Up,  Speak Out - A Book about Children’s Rights
Peace Child 

International/TwoCan

This book about children’s rights is written by children all over the world.

Time for Rights
UNICEF/Save the Children

This pack, suitable for 7-14 year olds, explores rights and citizenship in relation to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. There are lots of activities to encourage cooperation in the classroom, thinking about rights and the responsibilities which accompany them.

Thursday’s Child (Songbook and CD) A Children’s Rights Musical

UNICEF

This musical presents children’s rights through the story of a group of children who journey to happiness through a labour camp, conflict zone and a repressive school room. It is suitable for ages 8-18.

Whole School

Promising Rights – Introducing children’s rights in school Allan et al. (pub. Save the Children)

This small book describes the attempts of one primary headteacher to support her school to change its ethos to one based on the UNCRC. Researchers from Stirling University and Save the Children teamed up to interview adults and pupils, and document the process of change. Change was initiated from unexpected people in the school!

Websites for Children’s Rights in the curriculum

www.unicef.org.uk/tz 

Rights Respecting School – contact Bruce Wilkinson brucew@unicef.org.uk 

www.savethechildren.org.uk 

· select classroom/classroom resources/resources for teachers

www.ltscotland.org.uk/participationandlearning  is an excellent whole school guide

www.ltscotland.org.uk/citizenship/about/participation 



    www.ltscotland.org.uk/citizenship/creativeteaching/themes/humanrights.asp 

www.sendmyfriend.org 

This campaigning site contains lots of activities linked to the right of education across the world.

www.globaldimension.org.uk
From climate change to poverty, water to fair trade, you can find extensive details of recommended teaching resources for all ages – many of these available on free loan from the Montgomery DEC.

www.crin.org
The Child Rights Information Network website gives comprehensive background information on children’s rights in each of the countries that has ratified the UNCRC. The site lists contact details for agencies dealing with children’s rights in each country and information by theme, for example: armed conflict and child labour.

www.crae.org.uk
The Children’s Rights Alliance for England is an organisation campaigning for the full implementation of the UNCRC. The site contain news stories and competitions suitable for children’s use. The site also contains a link to Ready Steady Change – a set of training materials to encourage children’s effective participation in decision making.

www.savethechildren.org.uk/eyetoeye
This site looks at the issue of child labour through the eyes of children around the world. Children in Bolivia, India and Pakistan were given cameras to document their lives and these incredible photographs are the result of the project. The photographs are accompanied by the child photographer’s comments. There are pilot teaching materials for pupils aged 11-16. Have a look on the site if you wish to try any of the materials in the classroom.

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education
The Oxfam education site contains lots of ideas and information on many global issues, and gives information on teaching materials for human rights and children’s rights. Most of these resources can be borrowed free from MDEC.

http://www.globalgang.org/funandgames/games
This Christian Aid site is designed for children to use themselves. There is a game which allows the children to build shelter and catch food, exploring what they need to survive.

