The UN Convention for the Rights of the Child

Resources and activities to introduce the Convention and teach about the Convention, rights and linked responsibilities, across the curriculum.

Introduction

· who I am

· MDEC – location, library, borrowing info

· let teachers introduce themselves

Tonight’s session is on the United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). We shall be exploring the UNCRC and 

· considering why we should teach about Children’s Rights and their linked responsibilities.

· looking at classroom activities and linked teaching resources

· discovering CRC links across the curriculum highlighting local and global contexts for your teaching

· look at UNICEF’s Rights Respecting School Award

· spending time browsing resources, which are available to borrow from MDEC this evening.

Globingo 

as icebreaker

What is the UNCRC?

Brainstorm

· What makes your life good?

· …not so good?

· What would improve it?

We are going to begin a new life on a new planet, and the adults planning the journey have asked you what you will need when you get there. They have made some suggestions already, and would like you to come up with 4 more.

Give out ‘Wants and Needs’ cards. Write your 4 suggestions on post it notes, one per post it.

[5 mins]

The adults have told you that they have had to spend some extra money on the rockets to get us to the planet. They can’t afford to give you everything that you wanted. You will need to remove 8 cards from your pile. [5 mins]

Disaster has struck! A meteor shower has damaged the accommodation on the other side of the planet. It’s going to cost a lot to fix it. Please take away another 8 cards from your pile.

Discussion

1. Which items were most commonly eliminated in the first round? Why?

2. Was the second round of elimination more difficult than the first? Why?

3. Did you and your group agree or disagree about which cards to eliminate? Which ones and why?

4. What is the difference between wants and needs? Which items on the cards were wants and which ones were needs?

5. Do wants and needs differ for different people in other countries? Why? Why not?

Basic needs are sometimes referred to as RIGHTS.

Rights can be defined as those things that it is fair and just for a person to have or be able to do.

Today the things that children need to grow up healthy, safe and cared for are listed in The Convention for the Rights of the Child adopted by the UN General Assembly on 20th November 1989. 

The Convention was ratified by the UK Government on 16th December 1991.

Ratified means that the country will have to report regularly to an independent committee on the rights of the child who assess what progress is being made and how the country can be helped to incorporate all aspects into their laws.

Background to the UNCRC

Many of the relief organisations that work with children were set up in the 20th century. 

Can you name any? [Save the Children, UNICEF]

Can you think of a time in Europe in the 20th century when it was difficult for children to get all their rights? [wars]

Save the Children was started in 1919 by the Jebb sisters to respond to the desperate situation of the children in the Balkans who were starving.

In between the two world wars, the work of Save the Children continued during the Depression in children’s groups in the UK.

Eglantyne Jebb, one of the founders of Save the Children believed that 

“We should claim certain Rights for Children and work for their universal recognition”.

It was this belief that prompted the first declaration of the Rights of the Child that was drafted by the League of Nations (the forerunner of the United Nations) in 1924.

In 1948 the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was approved by the UN, but there was a recognition that children had special needs over and above the needs of adults. By 1959, 10 principles were laid down in the UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child, but it was not until 1989 that the Convention for the Rights of the Child was adopted by the UN General Assembly.

The Convention was ratified by the UK Government on 16th December 1991.

UNCRC leaflets and photos

Hand out leaflets.

Articles 1-40 detail the actual rights.

Articles 41-54 detail what the government should do, including Article 42 – the government should make these rights known to all parents and children.

Partners in Rights photos.

Divide the photos up amongst the three groups and ask them to identify the Right illustrated. After 5 mins ask groups to share  their thoughts about the photos.

With younger children, you might like to use the large UNICEF photos showing what each Right means.

Rights and Responsibilities

Partners in Rights circles of responsibility.

Pick a Right and consider what each individual, community and national government are reponsible for.

Rights lead to rules, so that everyone can receive their Rights.

Rights lead to Rules and a Rights Respecting Classroom
On flipchart paper, ask for suggestions to complete the following phrases.

Consider perhaps one of the following:

· the right to say what you think (Article 13)

· think what you like (Article 14)

· meet with, make friends with and have clubs with other people (Article 15)

· If you are a refugee (meaning that you have had to leave your country because it is not safe for you to live there) you have the right to special protection and help (Article 22)

· good health, professional care and medicines when you are sick, good care from adults and good food (Article 24)

· an education (Article 28)

I have the right to…

I lose that right if…

To restore that right…

How can work on Rights fit in with your current curriculum? (invite responses from teachers)

eg work on 

· food

· homes

· water

· child labour

· refugees

Starting with a Right

· Using feely bag

· The right to enough healthy food and clean water.

· For nursery and early years, First Steps to Rights p.28, then leading on to Our Food, Our World.

· For older children, resources include ‘A Healthy Diet – who decides?’ which looks at families in the UK, Ethiopia and Tajikistan, exploring the components of a healthy diet, and where responsibility can lie for ensuring that children are well fed.

· Water – What do we use water for? Do people in other countries use water for the same things or different things? Ref to water issues local and global pictures. You can do the water cycle with your class and then extend the topic out to incorporate a global aspect. Look at http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/water_for_all/water/
Starting with a country

· China What makes me happy DVD

· http://www.whatmakesmehappy.tv/index.html
· This DVD is ideal to introduce a child’s eye view of a country. Junjie does not have expensive toys or a friend to play with, but he changes that by cleverly making himself something to play with from recycled objects.

· From this you could explore the right to play (Article 31), and look how we can make toys sustainably (Toys and Tales, Puppets Unlimited) and how children make toys in other countries (Toying with Technology). Pupils might like to look at recycling and responsibility to take care of the environment.

OR look at India – Children’s Needs, Children’s Rights which looks at child labour, and football boycott game from Working Children Worldwide.

Start with an issue

· Compass Rose activity using 3 photos from ‘Go Bananas’

· Get teachers into 3 groups and ask them to write down questions about their photo, one per post-it note. Explain the Natural, Social, Economic and Who Decides compass points. Have they neglected one of the compass points? Do they want to ask any more questions? Each group to share their questions with the whole group.

· How could this be used in the classroom? (starting a topic, extending a topic, deciding on next steps)

· This is a great way of involving pupils in shaping their learning (RRS standard 22), and taking action to improve the lives of children locally and globally (RRS standard 24).

UNICEF Rights Respecting School Award

Right Respecting School Award

The UN Rights Respecting School Award not only teaches about Rights and Responsibilities, but seeks to ensure that the school models rights and respect in all its relationships.

· Leadership and management embed the values of the UNCRC in the life of the school

· All the school gain K+U of the UNCRC

· Rights Respecting classrooms

· Pupils actively participate in decision making throughout the school

It is meant as a basis for enhancing

teaching, learning, ethos, attitudes and behaviour.

The children begin to see the UNCRC as a basis for moral judgements – in school, in the community, in the wider world eg. sustainable development, justice.

The RRS award requires that the curriculum and assembly programme develops K+U of the UNCRC in four areas: [Put on flipchart}

· respecting each other’s rights in everyday life

· working for global justice [fair trade/campaigning eg send my friend to school]

· valuing diversity [refugee issues/cultural issues]

· environmental sustainability [right to water/nutritional food/climate change

How could we broaden out the teaching on Rights to include these issues?

Look at UNCRC notes on stick for Level 1.

Why teach about Rights?

ref Values document, which underpins the C4E.

Evaluations

Resources to browse

GLOBINGO answers

1. Who is a parent?

2. Is or has been on the PTA or governing body of a school.

3. Knows what UNCRC stands for.

United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child

4. Has taught about children’s rights in school.

Please share what you have done.

5. Knows how many articles there are in the UNCRC

54 articles in three parts:

Part 1: Articles 1-41 lay out specific rights for all children in terms of provision and protection. These can be divided into articles which describe the rights that children have for survival, development, protection and participation in society.

Part 2: Articles 42-45 describe how the Convention should be brought into practice and monitored by a Committee on the Rights of the Child.

Part 3: Articles 46-54 outline the process by which the Convention comes into force through ratification by governments, or ‘State Parties’ as they are termed.

6. Can name a survival right.

Article 6: All children have the right to life. Governments should ensure that children survive and develop healthily.

Article 9: Children should not be separated from their parents unless it is for their own good, for example if a parent is mistreating or neglecting a child. Children whose parents have separated have the right to stay in contact with both parents, unless this might hurt the child.

Article 19: Governments should ensure that children are properly cared for, and protect them from violence, abuse and neglect by their parents or by anyone else who looks after them.

7. Knows which year the UK ratified the convention.

The UK government ratified the Convention on 16th December 1991.

(check details on UNICEF websites about UK reservations on articles)

8. Knows what UNICEF stands for.

United Nations Children’s Fund (since 1953). 

From its inception in 1946 until 1953, UNICEF was known as the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund.

9. Knows which year UNICEF was established.

1946

UNICEF was set up in 1946 as a temporary organisation providing international aid for children. Its first funds came from an organisation set up by the allies in 1944 called the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA), which was set up to help people in the Eastern European countries devastated by WW2.

UNICEF’s mandate specified that all assistance should be given “on the basis of need, without discrimination because of race, creed, nationality, status or political belief”.

By 1950 the European emergency was almost over. Long term health services had been established and some argued that UNICEF’s job was over. After fierce debate it was decided that UNICEF’s work would continue, working with communities in Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America. By 1953 UNICEF’s name was changed to reflect its ongoing work.

