Resources on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) for Secondary Schools

‘The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, ratified in 1946, automatically included children, but children have special needs which they cannot meet themselves. Children need protection and nurturing if they are to become fully functioning adults – hence the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which specifically focuses on how the special needs and rights of children should be met.’ 

(Time for Rights p.5)

‘Learning about rights is a foundation for developing tolerance, personal confidence and a strong sense of interdependence.’

(Partners in Rights p.2)

Teaching packs

The following teaching resources are available to borrow free of charge from the Montgomery Development Education Centre. 

Developing Rights
Oxfam

A pack suitable for 11-14 year olds which focuses on how children in different countries can claim their rights. Issues such as bullying and equal opportunities are introduced through games and role-plays using examples from the UK, Brazil, South Africa, Lebanon and Ethiopia.

Partners in Rights
Save the Children

This pack for 7-14 year olds draws on the experiences of children from Latin America, the Carribean and the UK. It contains 18 photos, lots of activities using drama, singing as well as written work with photocopiable worksheets and an A2 poster featuring the rights of the child.

Stand Up,  Speak Out - A Book about Children’s Rights
Peace Child 

International/TwoCan

This book about children’s rights is written by children all over the world.

Time for Rights
UNICEF/Save the Children

This pack, suitable for 7-14 year olds, explores rights and citizenship in relation to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. There are lots of activities to encourage cooperation in the classroom, thinking about rights and the responsibilities which accompany them.

Thursday’s Child (Songbook and CD) A Children’s Rights Musical

UNICEF

This musical presents children’s rights through the story of a group of children who journey to happiness through a labour camp, conflict zone and a repressive school room. It is suitable for ages 8-18.

Talking Rights; Taking Responsibility – Activities for English and citizenship

UNICEF and DEP

This teaching resource is divided up into six units:

· Talking about rights

· Exploring identity

· Dealing with conflict

· Living in a community

· Examining the media

· Planning for the future

The lessons involve role-play, discussion, exploration, listening and self-evaluation. Each activity is written as a complete lesson plan, with timings, aims, skills developed and purpose of the activity.

Promising Rights – Introducing children’s rights in school Allan et al. (pub. Save the Children)

This small book describes the attempts of one primary headteacher to support her school to change its ethos to one based on the UNCRC. Researchers from Stirling University and Save the Children teamed up to interview adults and pupils, and document the process of change. Change was initiated from unexpected people in the school!

Websites

www.unicef.org.uk/tz 

This website gives information on ‘Rights Respecting School’ and resources from UNICEF UK. UNICEF’s Scottish Education worker is Bruce Wilkinson brucew@unicef.org.uk. 

www.savethechildren.org.uk 

This website has ‘Children’s Rights – A Teacher’s Guide’ available for free download, as well as many excellent teaching resources. There is also information on how to establish a virtual school link with Pakistan or China. See also www.school-link.org.uk
www.ltscotland.org.uk/participationandlearning 

This site is excellent whole school guide from LTScotland exploring how best to undertake participatory decision making in schools. See also: www.ltscotland.org.uk/citizenship/about/participation 

www.ltscotland.org.uk/citizenship/creativeteaching/themes/humanrights.asp 

www.sendmyfriend.org 

The Global Campaign for Education campaigns on behalf of the 72 million children across the world who do not have access to education. 

www.scotdec.org.uk
The Edinburgh development education centre site which offers a PDF of the Scottish Development Education/Global Citizenship resource catalogue and supplement, and details of how to order the resources. Almost all of the resources are stocked by the Montgomery DEC and available on free loan.

www.globaldimension.org.uk
From climate change to poverty, water to fair trade, human rights and children’s rights, you can find extensive details of recommended teaching resources for all ages – many of these available on free loan from the Montgomery DEC

www.crin.org
The Child Rights Information Network website gives comprehensive background information on children’s rights in each of the countries that has ratified the UNCRC. The site lists contact details for agencies dealing with children’s rights in each country and information by theme, for example: armed conflict and child labour.

www.crae.org.uk
The Children’s Rights Alliance for England is an organisation campaigning for the full implementation of the UNCRC. The site contain news stories and competitions suitable for children’s use. The site also contains a link to Ready Steady Change – a set of training materials to encourage children’s effective participation in decision making.

www.savethechildren.org.uk/eyetoeye
This site looks at the issue of child labour through the eyes of children around the world. Children in Bolivia, India and Pakistan were given cameras to document their lives and these incredible photographs are the result of the project. The photographs are accompanied by the child photographer’s comments. There are pilot teaching materials for pupils aged 11-16. Have a look on the site if you wish to try any of the materials in the classroom.

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education
The Oxfam education site contains lots of ideas and information on many global issues, and gives information on teaching materials for human rights and children’s rights. Most of these resources can be borrowed free from MDEC.

http://www.globalgang.org/funandgames/games
This Christian Aid site is designed for children to use themselves. There is a game which allows the children to build shelter and catch food, exploring what they need to survive.

http://www.hrw.org/
Human Rights Watch is an American non-governmental organisation dedicated to protecting human rights worldwide. Their website contains useful up-to-date information on campaigns and human rights abuses worldwide.

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10349
This Amnesty site is for young people who want to get involved in standing up for human rights. There is information on starting up an Amnesty group at school and campaigning advice.

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=301
This part of Amnesty’s site gives lots of information for teachers: free teaching resources and assembly ideas, and ways to integrate teaching about human rights in History, Modern Languages and Maths lessons.

