FAIRTRADE SUCCESS THROUGH NORTH-EAST SCOTTISH SCHOOLS

Montgomery Development Education Centre (Montgomery DEC) and Aberdeen FT Working Group

August 10 – Dec10 (registration June or Aug 2010)

Project information

The project will generate learning and school activities linked to:

· Effective embedding of Fair Trade (FT) across / within schools – both through curricular requirements and citizenship activities

· FT in schools as an integral part of the new Scottish curriculum, Curriculum for Excellence, and other educational agendas such as Eco-schools, International Schools Award etc.

· Constructive ways for schools to engage with other FT partners / community groups / FT city and zone working groups and

· Fulfilling and achieving the FT School Award criteria and status

Fair Trade offers schools an excellent focus area / context for development of cross-cutting themes and interdisciplinary work.

In addition participation in this project will help schools address Eco-schools requirements including the new Sustaining Our World and Food modules and community involvement.  

Project input for schools and teachers will be from

· The Montgomery DEC – project organisers leading twilights and on-going support

· Aberdeen FT campaign and city working group – offering support and building links to enable joint activities, for Aberdeenshire schools input from Aberdeenshire contact, and 

· An additional specialist workshop from Aberdeen College who have offered a ‘filming’ workshop to help increase skills that could prove useful in school/community FT activities.

Project Objectives :

Within the project committed schools the objectives are

· To increase teachers' and pupils' knowledge and understanding of our global links and interdependence 

· To learn about our trading links with developing countries and the direct effect the nature and conditions of this trade have on global inequality and poverty levels

· To recognise the effects of global inequality and poverty and the need for social justice and sustainable development

· To introduce and develop a real and relevant context within which pupils can develop a wide range of aspects of learning e.g. literacy, numeracy etc and also develop their citizenship skills, values and activities

· To introduce teachers to / provide them with resources and activities which will support this development and help them incorporate this aspect of international development with all its challenges and prospects - especially relating to poverty reduction - into both the curriculum and citizenship agenda of the schools

· To help all participating to realise that individual personal action makes a difference and helps contribute to the achievement of international targets and goals linked to poverty reduction and development in overseas countries  

· To enable teachers and pupils to make informed choices and play an active role in alleviating global poverty through school citizenship activities linked to international trade

· To build enhanced and effective FT based school-community links through local joint FT initiatives and activities motivating young people to be active and responsible members of their communities – local, national and global. 

· To strengthen the local and national FT movement by forging further links between schools and relevant Fairtrade Campaign groups in the area  

Pupils will gain esteem for overseas producers and will learn how trade, based on reciprocal benefit and mutual respect, can and will bring benefits to all.  It is an excellent example of sustainable development where further progress is easily achievable and maintainable – limited only by the level of awareness and participation within the UK and other developed countries.  Through citizenship activities pupils will have the chance to research the present situation, enter debate / discussions, make presentations to inform others, involve their political representatives, join in with or initiate activities in their local communities and use the information they have learned to become informed consumers directly benefiting people overseas.   
Through their resultant actions pupils will be able to be part of local and national campaigns raising awareness and participation in Fair Trade in Scotland.  They will realise their actions are part of something greater which is bringing about change in the world.

Facilitating and building strong links between schools and other local FT campaigns is a core aspect of this project.  Schools and teachers will be personally introduced to local FT groups / activities with FT partner involvement building on this, enabling the planning and outworking of joint FT awareness raising activities.  
Schools getting involved in this project will require :

· Senior management support

· Commitment to project involvement from teachers of at least two stages / subject areas in the school ( more if wished )

· Commitment to joint community FT action in FT Fortnight 2011.  The project will enable and facilitate the preparation for this.

Project Structure / Activities :

Each teacher involved will attend 

· Two twilight training sessions linked to FT 

(receiving linked input from Montgomery DEC and also from local FT city working group) 

Provisional dates 1st twilight - Wed 8th Sept or Tues 14th Sept or Wed 15th Sept

Provisional dates  2nd twilight - Tues 5th Oct or Wed 6th Oct or Wed 27th Oct

· There will also be the opportunity to attend the Aberdeen College specialist workshop. Aberdeen College have offered a ‘filming’ workshop to help increase skills that could prove useful in school/community FT activities.

· Schools with little experience of using FT in the curriculum will be able to have a class FT activity workshop delivered by Montgomery DEC staff.  A limited number of these sessions are available.

· On-going support with resources, advice etc will be available from the Montgomery DEC

· Lastly teacher network meetings will be planned to facilitate peer and school sharing of ideas and successful activities.  Teachers from schools with successful FT input / FT school status will also be invited to the network meetings to share their experiences.

Provisional dates for sharing meetings: Tues 23rd Nov or Wed 24th Nov

School Project Registration 

There is no cost to schools 

Each school keen to take part must register for the project by

· fully completing the separate project application form (by email or hard copy) and 

· returning this to the Montgomery DEC preferably before the end June 2010 or ASAP at the start of the new term.

It is hoped that the twilight trainings could take place in project schools.  Please indicate whether it would be possible for your school to host such a session.

Any further queries please contact Noelle Hall or Susan Jenkins at

The Montgomery DEC

79 Queen St

Aberdeen 

AB10 1AN

Tel 01224 620111

Email montgomerydec@btconnect.com 

