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Acronyms

CPD
- 
Continuing Professional Development

DE
- 
Development Education

DEC
- 
Development Education Centre

DFID
- 
Department for International Development

FT
- 
Fair Trade

GSP
- 
Global Schools Partnership

IDEAS
-
International Development Education Association

of Scotland

ITE
- 
Initial Teacher Education

MDEC
- 
Montgomery Development Education Centre

NGO
- 
Non-Governmental Organisation

UNCRC - 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 



Child

The Montgomery DEC is the education section of the Third World Centre, which is a Private Company Limited by Guarantee and registered as such in the UK (Company No: SC112265, registered office 101 George Street, Aberdeen AB25 1HU).  The Third World Centre is a registered Charity in Scotland (Scottish Charity No: SC014585).

The work of the MDEC during this time span has been funded by Aberdeen City Council Education Department, the Department for International Development, Oxfam, and specific session payments
Background Information 

The Montgomery Development Education Centre (MDEC) is based in Aberdeen and is a fully accredited Development Education Centre, serving the whole of the North East of Scotland for over 20 years.  

In the formal education sector we support and enable the embedding of education for global citizenship and sustainable development.  We do this by offering a range of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) courses, teacher networking meetings and a mentoring / advice service to teachers in the region.  We also have an extensive educational resource centre offering a large range of teacher guides and classroom packs, photo packs, storybooks, videos and DVDs for loan, free of charge to schools and other community groups.  Lastly we offer schools and teachers opportunities to be involved in specific educational projects.  

As part of the Third World Centre we work closely with its other arm, the Fair Trade Aberdeen shop, and also with local fair trade enthusiasts to sustain the wider fair trade campaign within Aberdeen City, which gained its Fairtrade Status in 2004.

Within some of these activities we liaise with and work alongside Aberdeen City Council staff and also other Development Education Centers across Scotland.  The MDEC is an active member of the International Development Education Association of Scotland (IDEAS): a network of organisations and individuals involved in Development Education and Education for Global Citizenship across Scotland.  

If you would like to learn more about the background of the centre, please refer to our website www.montgomerydec.org.uk 
DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION

Development Education fosters the skills, knowledge and attitudes, which promote justice and equality in a multicultural society and an interdependent world.  Through specially written resources and participative methodology it helps all types of educators integrate the global / international dimension and citizenship in the broadest possible context into their work in such a way as to promote


Self esteem and respect for others


critical thinking and questioning skills


integration of sustainable development education


understanding of rights and responsibilities


understanding of the links and interdependence of lives across the world


development of informed attitudes and values


enthusiasm for learning

Within schools it is proving to be an extremely useful tool as teachers tackle A Curriculum for Excellence (CfE), integrate the International / Global Dimension across the curriculum, develop cross curricular themes and interdisciplinary working, teach about rights (including responsibilities) and develop a racial equality approach.

WORK WITH SCHOOLS, TEACHERS AND WITHIN FORMAL EDUCATION

Regular on-going activities

Professional Development sessions / workshops for teachers over this period have involved 178 schools and 231 teachers in total (some schools and teachers have been to several  workshops).  Topics covered in these workshops included Global Citizenship and Curriculum for Excellence, Fair Trade, United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), Citizenship: The Global Dimension in Pre-School Nursery & Early Years, and Global School Partnerships.  Courses have involved teachers at all stages from probationer to Head Teacher and early years to secondary.  New global learning teacher networks have been developed and joint teacher support meetings have been incorporated into our project work.  Below is a selection of comments received by teachers at our CPD sessions.



“Great impact. Some points in discussions were eye openers that I will change / make use of in my teaching.” 



“Lots of new ideas & resources to try out with the children.  Deliver a better understanding of FT to pupils” 



“Lots of activities that I could do with my class straight away. Lots of fab resources to take away.” … “I now have a deeper understanding of sustainable development education, which is what I wanted to achieve.” … “I will make links where possible to sustainable development & global citizenship to embed it in the day-to day routine & practice.” 



Within our library service we have loaned out 690 resources to 143 borrowers (of whom 75 were new to our service this year) and offered many advice sessions on topics such as sustainable development, departmental curriculum development and whole school activities.  

The schools section of the IDEAS network produces resource catalogues and these are made available to all schools.  The resources featured can be purchased from Scotdec, the Edinburgh DEC.

Below are some comments from local teachers on the usefulness of the resources we offer.


The resources have been a useful tool to start planning lessons. They have provided real and relevant contexts and photographs for children to see and use.” 



“Children have really enjoyed using the resources. They have also given me much more confidence in teaching these areas of the curriculum.” 



“Teaching resources allowed Fair Trade to be looked at in a more active way. Children thoroughly enjoyed the range of activities that were being provided throughout the school.” 



“The resources borrowed from the Montgomery DEC were invaluable in helping me to deliver focussed and stimulating activities to raise children's awareness of Fair Trade and the nature of global trade and its effects.” 



We contribute to the IDEAS network newsletter Stride which goes out, at no cost, to all schools and individual subscribers twice a year.  Featuring many articles from teachers and DECs it gives a wider picture of activities across Scotland.  The two editions this year focused on Education for Peace, Motivating disengaged pupils with a global citizenship approach, Equity in Global School Partnerships, and Diversity and Homecoming Scotland.
This year due to financial constraints at Aberdeen University we were only able to offer one workshop to Post Graduate Diploma of Education (PGDE) student teachers, which focused on introducing Global Citizenship within Primary schools.  100 students attended and evaluations were excellent with the majority of students rating the workshop at least 4 out of 5. 
Comments included:



“...citizenship is a topic that should be cross-curricular, part of the ethos of a school & a classroom.” 



“Wonderful workshop – opened my eyes to how we can unconsciously bias children.” 



“I really liked the emphasis on questioning and I’ll encourage this in my classroom.” 



“... citizenship is worthwhile and not just something to be added on if there’s time.” 



“I feel I’ve learnt more in this 1 hr than in the past 4 weeks” 



Through funding available from the IDEAS ‘Taking a Global Approach to Initial Teacher Education’ project, DE resources are now available to students and staff through the University library.

Highlights of the Year

Global Schools Partnership (GSP) Workshop

Introduction to Global School Partnership Workshop - Thursday 5th November 2009

This was an extremely popular day with many more applications for the workshop than places available. In total 28 teachers representing schools from Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire and as far away as Wick and Lesmahagow in South Lanarkshire gathered for this introductory workshop, which covered the principles, educational benefits, practicalities and viability of global school partnerships.  Greater representation was present from primary schools.

Funding for the session came from the Global School Partnership Programme. The day also highlighted the support available for school partnerships.  We were delighted to co-host the workshop with two British Council school partnership officers from Pakistan, Nadia Kamran and Tanveer Hassan.  We also heard fro Cathy Fancis, a teacher from St Thomas RC Primary in Keith, who has a well established school partnership with the Lahore Lyceum in Pakistan.  Cathy and Nadia’s real life examples of joint school projects were inspiring.
All those attending were willing to share their experiences and learn together. Some commented that they hadn’t considered their motivations carefully before and were keen to take their learning back to school to shape their school linking project. 

It is planned that a follow-up workshop aimed at helping build such partnerships will be held next year.

New Global Learning Teacher Network Meetings

Growing from individual CPD courses and teachers seeking additional support, new global teacher networking meetings have been successfully trialled and will be continued within MDEC 2010-11 activities.  A meeting for South Aberdeenshire primary teachers focusing on UNCRC within the curriculum was held in May 2009.  From this has grown a wider global learning group, which plans to meet regularly commencing in May and Autumn 2010.

A fair trade (FT) networking meeting was held in Aberdeen in Jan 2010 to allow teachers to share ideas for FT curricular, whole school and extra-curricular activities.  This meeting generated many ideas as schools prepared for FT Fortnight.  The initial meeting of a more general global learning network group for Aberdeen primary teachers was held in April 2010.  This group also is keen to continue supporting each other in their global citizenship development work and has their next meeting planned for the autumn.

‘Developing Whole School Policies linked to Curriculum for Excellence that achieve both Global and Scottish Goals’

This project, funded through a successful DFID mini-grant application, commenced in May 2009 and will run until April 2012.  Four local schools


Dyce Academy


Newhills Primary


Northfield Academy – associated school group P7 – S1 transition stage, and


Tullynessle Primary, Aberdeenshire

are working alongside the MDEC to develop programmes and policies developing and embedding Global Citizenship within Curriculum for Excellence.

The structure of the project has involved both joint meetings and individual school support sessions.  Audit formats have been developed and used and already these show considerable progress in integrating global citizenship in both content and policy across the schools.  Impact on pupils is being followed.  Development is happening in many areas including globalising curricular content across stages and subject areas, eco-schools, fair trade activities and school award, rights and responsibilities including Rights Respecting School Award, global school partnerships and links with overseas. These and other initiatives have been brought together within central policy and improvement planning.

The second year of the project will see a continuation of this development work and also the development of a CPD course sharing the process with other schools and teachers.  

In addition Northfield and Airyhall Primary trialled a new teaching resource ‘A’ Adam’s Bairns?’.  Produced by the Edinburgh DEC Scotdec and the National Library of Scotland,  this resource explores equality and diversity in Scotland past and present.  Following on from the success of the trialled activities, an introductory CPD course with copies of the pack will be offered to all Aberdeen schools in the autumn.

Taking a Global Approach to Initial Teacher Education Conference Aug 2009

Staff from both the Montgomery DEC and Aberdeen University School of Education are involved in the IDEAS ‘Taking a Global Approach to Initial Teacher Education’ project.  This is a nation-wide project involving all Scottish DECs and ITE establishments with the purpose of supporting and establishing the concepts and principles of Global Citizenship / Sustainable Development at the heart of Scottish ITE and in doing so to prepare teachers to effectively engage with the values, purposes and principles of Curriculum for Excellence. 

The project Annual Conference took place on 20th August 2009 at Stirling University Management Centre.  It drew together an influential group of ITE practitioners, education policy makers and NGO representatives, all working to make Education for Global Citizenship and Sustainable Development (EGCSD) an integral part of the education of all student teachers in Scotland’s universities. 

Opening the conference, Keith Brown, Minister for Schools and Skills, endorsed the importance of this area of Scottish education and gave his support to the project. He stressed that EGCSD is not an optional extra but an essential theme that should be embedded ‘in many, if not all, subjects taught in our schools'. 
Dr. Colm Regan’s powerful and compelling presentation, laid out the true nature of the ‘global village’ and the challenge of equipping young people to engage with it. He reminded the conference of the centrality of justice to the Global Dimension and called for educators to challenge the myth of universal progress with their students.

David Cameron, President of the Association of Directors of Education Scotland, in an impassioned address, looked at the impact a lack of community and engagement with the real world has on young people in Scotland and argued forcefully for this to be addressed through education, not least through the Global Dimension.

Underpinning all of the conference discussions was an enthusiasm for ’connectedness’.  However, Conference Chair, Professor Brian Boyd, asked the important question: What might interdisciplinary learning look like? 

The afternoon demonstrated that the Global Approach ITEnetwork is actively addressing this question. Dr. Tanya Wisely, Project Coordinator, outlined the successful growth of a network of ITE practitioners working in an open and collaborative way to engage with the Global Dimension. This was borne out in the discussion sessions where representatives from the universities of Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Dundee, Strathclyde and Stirling considered a wide-ranging group of studies

The conference evaluation was very positive with participants inspired ‘by the enthusiasm of those involved’ and the ‘strong sense of commitment to educating teachers in key issues affecting the human race’. The comment that ‘I have been reminded that asking questions is as important, if not more, than providing answers’ went straight to the heart of Education for Global Citizenship and Sustainable Development. 
Fairtrade Schools Event

For this year’s schools fair trade event to mark Fairtrade Fortnight 2010 we decided to invite schools to take part in a  “Let’s Swap to Fairtrade” event.  All schools were welcome to take part in the event, no matter how far along they were in their fair-trade learning – the idea of the event was for the pupils to share with others how their school was swapping to Fair Trade and also learn new ideas to take back and share with other members of their school.  

The event was planned together with Robert Gordon University (RGU), Aberdeen University, Aberdeen College and the Aberdeen City FT Working Group as a fun and exciting morning for all, with the added bonus of meeting FT Olive Oil producers from Palestine who were touring Scotland with the Scottish Fairtrade Forum.  RGU hosted the event with the College videoing it.  Pupil representatives from Aberdeen Grammar, Cults Primary, Dyce Academy, Glashieburn Primary, Newhills Primary, St Joseph’s Primary and Torry Academy brought illustrated posters to the event and gave a variety of presentations on how their school was Swapping to Fairtrade and the benefits that was bringing to overseas producers.  From holding coffee morning and fashion shows to surveying teachers buying habits, Aberdeen pupils were intent on increasing awareness, understanding, usage and purchase of FT goods.

The event was a great success not least through the active involvement of all the organising partners.
Community Fairtrade Work, May 09 – April 10

Work continues within the local community to promote Fair Trade throughout the area.  Our FT co-ordinator Sue Good has been working hard alongside the Aberdeen Fairtrade Action group and this work has been rewarded by the renewal of Aberdeen City’s Fairtrade Status.  Though as Sue says “far from being the “done deal” that everyone seems to suppose, the presence and growth of Fairtrade provision in the city is still precarious and it will take much more commitment from the people of Aberdeen to make sure that our future status as a Fairtrade City is retained.”.
The successful Fair Trade sharing event at Robert Gordon University during Fairtrade Fortnight would not have been possible without the hard work and support of the Aberdeen Fair Trade community, who hosted & planned the event, arranging for local pupils to meet and question Palestinian Fair Trade Olive Oil producers.
Looking Forward to 2010 - 11

Following a DFID review of their funded education and awareness raising programmes a new Scottish ‘Global Learning Project’ has been developed; its purpose to provide coherence and to increase capacity within the Scottish education system to deliver effective global learning in schools and initial teacher education.  A key feature is that IDEAS members will work in partnership with Scottish statutory education bodies. Initial meetings have been very positive and an overall co-ordinator has been appointed.  The MDEC will be closely involved in local NE activities and in sharing the learning from these nationally.

In addition working with Highland One World Group, we have successfully gained funding from the Fairtrade Foundation to support schools develop FT across their curricular and citizenship programmes, with the goal of achieving FT School status.  An aspect of this will be to help schools plan activities in their local communities – for FT Fortnight 2011 and other occasions, and so support the local Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire FT campaigns.  Already considerable interest from local schools has been shown in the project.

Over recent years the MDEC has developed its training for Early Years / Pre-school teachers and also its library section for this age group.  During 2010-11 we will be seeking funding to work specifically with these staff and the statutory bodies responsible for their training.  An opportunity has arisen to seek funding alongside European partners from Estonia, Lithuania and Cyprus and this is being worked on at present.

Overall, in the present economic climate, funding has become harder to achieve for our activities and so the MDEC will remain actively involved with the TWC, working alongside specialist support staff from the Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations (ACVO) in looking at capacity and funding issues in terms of our future work.
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